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Foreword  

It has been a long time since we planned on developing the DotNetMushroom Rapid Application 

Developer module.  Our entry in the DotNetNuke area came after we researched various content 

management systems and finally decided on DotNetNuke.  We liked the community behind 

DotNetNuke.  The way that DotNetNuke could be skinned and programmed presented us with the 

ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ Ƨƻōǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΩ 

requirements. 

But throughout our usage of DotNetNuke we felt that something was missing.  DotNetNuke needed a 

good application builder tool.  After looking around we could not find one which satisfied our 

requirements.  So we started building our own, first by implementing a simple form builder, which we 

deployed successfully in our websites and applications, but which we never marketed.  Our idea was to 

achieve something much more far-reaching.  We sought to implement a full application builder with an 

interface comparable to most database applications.  At the same time we wanted to develop a module 

with which one can build entire applications with user friendly interfaces.  This module had to be used 

easily by new users, as well as by experts. 

Enter DotNetMushroom Rapid Application Developer (RAD).  Ψ!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƪŜΣ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳΩ was 

our first slogan (which our marketing team was not so happy about).  Just as database applications have 

been facilitating not only the expert users but also the not-so expert users to develop forms in Windows, 

DotNetMushroom RAD had to be the same for the web and for DotNetNuke.  Our aim was to provide a 

simple and intuitive interface which can be used by the beginner but also by expert users to develop 

vast applications.  That was our objective all the time throughout development, and will continue to be 

as we will continue to enhance it over the coming years. 

The power of DotNetMushroom RAD is also in its scalability.  For instance, one can build simple 

catalogues which can be later scaled up to full E-Shop applications which can be integrated with 

different payment gateways.  The ease of use of DotNetMushroom RAD and its vast potentials have 

been already used by our web development team as well by some of our beta-testing partners who 

have developed simple applications such as catalogues, contact forms, our blog on the 

DotNetMushroom site, real estate listings, and complex applications such as a school management 

intranet system, our own support ticketing system and above all a full online motor insurance system.  
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The time spared when using DotNetMushroom RAD while developing such projects helped us coin the 

new slogan, now accepted also by our marketing department: less coffee more beer. 

¢ƘŜ 5ƻǘbŜǘbǳƪŜ hǇŜƴCƻǊŎŜ Ψлф ǿŀǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǇŀŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ builder as an 

appreciation for what DotNetNuke has done for the community.  We are not planning to stop here!  We 

have many more plans and several ideas in which we can expand and develop into.  The framework on 

which the core DotNetMushroom RAD was built is designed to allow us to add more features, more 

possibilities and more cool things.  We are committed to help you by continuously upgrading our 

documentation, by blogging about the cool features, and ways to get what you want.  We have listened 

to web developers and developed RAD to allow separation of development of the actual application and 

design or skinning of the same application.  We are producing also a set of video tutorials which can help 

your get acquainted to DotNetMushroom RAD more quickly.  Above all, we are ready to listen to your 

suggestions and requirements and together we believe we can make DotNetMushroom RAD the only 

module that you will ever need to develop fully fletched applications. 

I cannot end this foreword speech without thanking my family, for the support they gave me in those 

long nights that I passed at the office, all my colleagues, without which this crazy idea which we had 

proposed became a reality, Simon, our CEO who believed the project from the very start, Justin, whose 

great design and marketing expertise has given the right flavour to the project and above all Ruben, who 

was the core development leader on this project and whose expertise helped us develop 

DotNetMushroom RAD. 

Thanks and let us hear from you.  bƻǿΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ get some beer! 

 

Evan Camilleri 
CTO 
Holistic DotNetMushroom 
10th October 2009  
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Preface 

DotNetMushroom Rapid Application Developer (RAD) is the work of various months of research and 

development in building an online RAD tool.  The ease with which this tool can be used, as well as the 

different complexity of applications which one may develop makes DotNetMushroom RAD a must have 

tool.  This manual is intended as a startup to a DotNetMushroom RAD developer as well as a reference 

guide.  

Audience  

This manual is intended for application developers to use DotNetMushroom Rapid Application 

Developer (RAD) as a reference tool as well as a training tool to develop web applications which can be 

interlinked inside DotNetNuke tabs. 

This manual does not explain DotNetNuke.  It assumes that you know the basics of using DotNetNuke as 

a CMS.  However it does not expect knowledge of application developement.  Application developers 

are also advised that DotNetMushroom is providing a set of vidoes which will assist them in developing 

and deploying applications more quickly. 

Application developers are also advised to register with www.DotNetMushroom.com to get more 

information about the DotNetMushroom RAD, acquire access to the online blogs, online video tutorials 

and to receive information on the DotNetMushroom RAD roadmap and release information. 

How to Use this Manual  

This is mostly a reference manual.  However special hands on sections also serve also as a help to the 

user on how to develop applications using DotNetMushroom RAD.  This manual is to be complimented 

with various blogs and online posts. 

The first chapters of this manual are intended to help the user to start using DotNetMushroom RAD, and 

to develop the first application.  You must not miss the chapter on Error! Reference source not found. 

page Error! Bookmark not defined.) which helps understand one of the most powerful features of 

DotNetMushroom RAD. 

http://www.dotnetmushroom.com/
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Conventions Used 

The following typographic conventions are used in the manual: 

The following: 

DNM DotNetMushroom 

DNN DotNetNuke 

RAD DotNetMushroom Rapid Application Developer 

 

Also, the following icons visually define various important points of interest, thus helping you to find 

them more easily. 

 Important tip. 

 Further information. 

 Tip to avoid mistakes. 

 Hands-on information which will help you to understand the feature which has 

just been described. 

 

About DotNetMushroom  

Holistic has been developing websites since 2003 but under the Holistic Research & Development 

division. However, as part of the rebranding exercise in 2008, the need was felt to group the web design 

and web application development divisions under the newly created Holistic Websites division. The 

primary reason for this move was one of specialization - Holistic Websites would specialize in web 

design and development while Holistic Software would focus on the development of major software 

applications. 
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Holistic DotNetMushroom, Holistic IT Group started offering for the first time off the shelf DotNetNuke 

skins and modules for sale. Currently, these skins are being offered for sale on the largest DotNetNuke 

Marketplace - Snowcovered. 

The flexibility of the DotNetNuke framework which is backed by an ever growing online community and 

our continued commitment in research and development has enabled us to develop a wide range of 

websites and web applications - from catalogue websites to shopping gateways to intranet systems. 

This expertise has also enabled us to offer custom DotNetNuke skins, various Modules and also our 

flagship module DotNetMushroom Rapid Application Developer (RAD) as well as complete DotNetNuke - 

based websites. Furthermore, Holistic has been a Microsoft Certified Partner for a number of years - 

something which has also enabled us to keep at the forefront of web technology. 

About Holistic Technologies Limited  

The Holistic IT Group had its humble beginnings as a partnership between two IT graduate friends in 

1994. Operating under the name Holistic Technologies, the objective of the partnership was to provide 

integrated systems solutions to meet customer needs and the ever increasing demand of outsourcing. 

The main focus was to contribute innovative approaches using technology, business process design and 

people development. 

Initially, Holistic also started providing IT related courses - something which it still synonymous for in the 

local market. As months passed by, more investment was put into the tuition of IT related subjects. 

Eventually, with the engagement of software developers, a new division emerged - Holistic Research 

and Development Ltd - a sub division of Holistic whose aim was the research and development of IT 

custom solutions. As years passed on the courses division continued to bloom up to a point where it 

became the market leader for the entire south of Malta. In the meantime, HRD (Holistic Research & 

Development) continued to grow and also started providing web based solutions in 2003. 

Today, Holistic is stronger than ever, employing more than twenty five people in its various sub 

divisions. Due to specialization, in 2008, the need was felt to rebrand the various divisions of the group. 

Due to the strength of the Holistic brand, the name Holistic was kept as it has now become synonymous 
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both with quality software solutions among business clients and the provision of effective tuition among 

the general public. 
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Chapter 1. DotNetMushroom RAD - Portfolio  Application  

A poǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŜō ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ƻǊ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΦ Mainly, a 

portfolio consists of project images and short text to describe the project. 

DotNetMushroom released this FREE portfolio application, this FREE portfolio application, the same 

version packaged from the DotNetMushroom website but without data. Website owners can easily 

unpackage on their website, through DotNetMushroom RAD. No programming skills are really required 

from website owners. The only two things required are DotNetMushroom RAD installed on the website 

to unpackage the portfolio application, and basic knowledge of HTML and CSS to skin the form according 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΣ ŦƻƴǘΣ ŜǘŎΦ 

This application consists of two modules, being the Summary View and the Detail View. You can deploy 

one or both applications in your website. 

Summary View 

 

The Summary View is the same Summary View you will find on the DotNetMushroom website. It 

displays your top 4 projects. You can choose which ones to display by ticking the "Project Is Featured" 

checkbox from the Administration Panel. 

http://dotnetmushroom.com/
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Detail View 

 

The Detail View is the same Detail View you will find on the DotNetMushroom website. It displays 

unlimited number of projects. You can order your projects according to your preference, by inserting an 

order number in the Order Number text box from the Administration Panel. 

This DotNetMushroom RAD application has passed our thorough testing procedure which includes 

functional and visual cross browser compatibility. 

 

http://dotnetmushroom.com/Portfolio/tabid/2393/Default.aspx
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Functionality  

 

Summary View 

 

 is the project's large image. It is changed when one of the thumbnails in  is clicked. 
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 are the project thumbnails. Each thumbnail represents a project. When clicked, they change , 

 and . 

 is the project name. It is changed when one of the thumbnails in  is clicked. 

 is the project short description. It is changed when one of the thumbnails in  is clicked. 

 is the link that redirects you to the Detail View. 

Detail View 

 

 is the project's large image. It is changed when one of the thumbnails in  is clicked. 

 is the thumbnails jQuery carousel. It can hold an unlimited number of thumbnails. Each 

thumbnail represent a project. When clicked, they change , , ,  and . The jQuery 

carousel was implemented from Sorgalla.com. 

 is the project name. It is changed when one of the thumbnails in  is clicked. 

 is the link to the project website. It is changed when one of the thumbnails in  is clicked. 

 are 3 thumbnails of the project. When clicked, they change the large project image in . They 

are changed when  is clicked. 

 is the project's long description. It is changed when  is clicked. 

http://sorgalla.com/projects/jcarousel/


DotNetMushroom ς Rapid Application Developer   

 5 

Features 

Unlimited Projects  

There is no limit of how many projects you can upload in this DotNetMushroom RAD Portfolio 

Application. 

Administration Panel Included  

You can add, edit and delete projects from the Administration Panel, which is also included with this 

package. 

Commented CSS 

To assist you with customization of this application, we have commented the CSS file. 

Simple to unpackage 

DotNetMushroom RAD helps to make your life easier by giving you step by step instructions on how to 

unpackage applications on your website. 

Skinnable application  

hƴŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǊ ǘƻ skin this portfolio application on his/her website. Basic HTML 

and CSS skills are sufficient. 

Quick loading  

The portfolio application is built by using JavaScript with DotNetMushroom RAD. With the help of 

JavaScript the page is not reloaded, only the project content reloaded. This helps the content to load 

quicker than having each project with its own static page. 

Fully Tested 

DotNetMushroom originally launched this portfolio application on the DotNetMushroom website 

(http://www.dotnetmushroom.com), to display the projects done by DotNetMushroom. This 

demonstrates that this application was tested during implementation on the DotNetMushroom website.  

http://www.dotnetmushroom.com/
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Chapter 2. Unpackaging the Portfolio  Application  

To unpackage the portfolio application, make sure you have DotNetMushroom RAD installed on your 

DotNetNuke portal. ¦ǇƭƻŀŘ ά5baψPortfolioΦȊƛǇέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5ƻǘbŜǘbǳƪŜΦ 

Before unpackaging this application, make sure that you have DotNetMushroom RAD version 

1.10.14 or above. 

 

1. From the Control Panel which DotNetNuke places on the top of the page, click Files button. 

 

2. It takes you to the File Manager. From the File Manager, click the Upload button.  
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3. Click the Browse button from the Upload File and the File Upload dialog is displayed. 

4. {ŜƭŜŎǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά5baψPortfolioΦȊƛǇέ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ά5baψPortfolioΦȊƛǇέ ŦƛƭŜΦ 

5. Click the Open button. 

Make sure that from the dropdown list you select Portal Root as the directory where you want 

the zip file uploaded! 

6. Click the Upload File button from the Upload File section. 

7. It takes you back to the File Manager section. 

 

8. aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά5baψPortfolioΦȊƛǇέ ŦƛƭŜ ƛǎ ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘΦ  
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9. Go to the page where you have the DotNetMushroom RAD 

module.  

10. CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ [ƛǎǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ Ψ¦ǇƭƻŀŘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

If your DotNetMushroom RAD module is not displaying the Application List, just add a New 

DotNetMushroom RAD module in the page. 

 

11. Select the άwƻƻǘέ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ά5baψPortfolioΦȊƛǇέ ŦƛƭŜ ƛǎ ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ά5baψPortfolioΦȊƛǇέ ŦƛƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊƻǿΦ 

Make sure to tick the checkbox which says Ignore File Restriction. 

 










