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Foreword

It has been a long time since we planned on developing the DotNetMushroom Rapid Application
Developer module.Our entry in the DotNetNuke area came after we researched various content
management systems and finally decided on DotNetNuk&e liked the community behind
DotNetNuke. The way that DotNetNuke could be skinned and programmed presented us with the
Tt SEAO0AfAGE (GKIFIG 6S ySSRSR T2N 6KS RAGSNES 2204

requirements.

But throughout our usage of DidetNuke we felt that something was missinDotNetNuke needed a
good application builder tool.After looking around we could not find one which satisfied our
requirements. So we started building our own, first by implementing a simple form builder,hwhie
deployed successfully in our websites and applications, but which we never marketeddea was to
achieve something much more fegaching. We sought to implement a full application builder with an
interface comparable to most database applicago At the same time we wanted to develop a module
with which one can build entire applications with user friendly interfacBsis module had to be used

easily by new users, as well as by experts.

Enter DotNetMushroom Rapid Application Developer (RADEF G SNJ 6 KS ydzl S waf YSa
our first slogan (which our marketing team was not so happy abalutt as database applications have
been facilitating not only the expert users but also the-sotexpert users to develop forms in Windows,
DotNetMushroom RAD had to be the same for the web and for DotNetN@ke. aim was to provide a
simple and intuitive interface which can be used by the beginner but also by expert users to develop
vast applications.That was our objective all the time througiit development, and will continue to be

as we will continue to enhance it over the coming years.

The power of DotNetMushroom RAD is also in its scalabikiyr instance, one can build simple
catalogues which can be later scaled up to fulbH®p applictkons which can be integrated with
different payment gatewaysThe ease of use of DotNetMushroom RAD and its vast potentials have
been already used by our web development team as well by some of ourtdmiang partners who

have developed simple applicahs such as catalogues, contact forms, our blog on the
DotNetMushroom site, real estate listings, and complex applications such as a school management

intranet system, our own support ticketing system and above all a full online motor insurance system.

G
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The time spared when using DotNetMushroom RAD while developing such projects helped us coin the

new slogan, now accepted also by our marketing departnest coffee more beer

¢tKS 520bSilibdzZlS hLISYC2NDS Wndod 61 & OK-z2hbuilef astia® 0 S
appreciation for what DotNetNuke has done for the communitye are not planning to stop herélVe

have many more plans and several ideas in which we can expand and develophetframework on

which the core DotNetMushroom RAD was bisltdesigned to allow us to add more features, more
possibilities and more cool thingsVe are committed to help you by continuously upgrading our
documentation, by blogging about the cool features, and ways to get what you Wdathave listened

to web cevelopers and developed RAD to allow separation of development of the actual application and
design or skinning of the same applicatidie are producing also a set of video tutorials which can help
your get acquainted to DotNetMushroom RAD more quiclpove all, we are ready to listen to your
suggestions and requirements and together we believe we can make DotNetMushroom RAD the only

module that you will ever need to develop fully fletched applications.

I cannot end this foreword speech without thangimy family, for the support they gave me in those
long nights that | passed at the office, all my colleagues, without whichcthig/idea which we had
proposed became a reality, Simon, our CEO who believed the project from the very start, Justin, whose
great design and marketing expertise has given the right flavour to the project and above all Ruben, who
was the core development leader on this project and whose expertise helped us develop

DotNetMushroom RAD.

Thanks and let us hear from yob.2 ¢ > gét Soin€ueer!

Evan Camilleri

CTO

Holistic DotNetMushroom
10" October 2009

Vi
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Preface

DotNetMushroom Rapid Application Developer (RAD) is the work of various months of research and
development in building an online RAD tool. The ease with which thiséwmobe used, as well as the
different complexity of applications which one may develop nsRetNetMushroomRADa must have

tool. This manual is intended as a startup to a DotNetMushroom RAD developer as well as a reference

guide.

Audience

This manual isintended for application developers to use DotNetMushroom Rapid Application
Developer (RAD) as a reference tool as well as a training tool to develop web applications which can be

interlinked inside DotNetNuke tabs.

This manual does not explain DotNetNuKké assumes that you know thmasic of usingDotNetNukeas
a CMS However it doesiot expect knowledge of application developemenfpplication developers
are also advised that DotNetMushroom is providing a set of vidoes wiilthssist themn devdoping

and deploying applications more quickly.

Applicaion developers are also advised register with www.DotNetMushroom.comto get more

information about the DotNetMushroom RABgquireaccess to the onlinelbgs, online video tutorials

and to receive information othe DotNetMushroom RAD roadmamd release information.

How to Usethis Manual

This is mostly a reference manuakbwever special hands on sect®alsoserve also as a help to the
user on how todevelop applicabns using DotNetMushroom RAD. This manual is to be complimented

with various blogs andnline posts.

The first chapters of this manual are intended to help the user to start using DotNetMushroom RAD, and
to develop the first application.You must not miss the chapter drror! Reference source not found.
page Error! Bookmark not defined. which helps understand one of the most powerful features of

DotNetMushroom RAD.

vii

——
| —


http://www.dotnetmushroom.com/

DotNetMushroont, Rapid Application Developer

Conventions Used

The following typographic conventions are used in the manual:

Thefollowing:

DNM DotNetMushroom

DNN DotNetNuke

RAD DotNetMushroom Rapid Application Developer

Also, the following icons visualtefine various important points of interest, thus helping you to find

them more easily.

Important tip.

y
4

Further information.

Tip to avoidmistakes.

&)

x‘: Handson information which will help yoto understandthe featurewhich has

just been described.

About DotNetMushroom

Holistic has been developing websites since 2003 but under the Holistic Research & Development
division.However, as part of the rebranding exercise in 2008, the need was felt to group the web design
and web application development divisions under the newly created Holistic Websites division. The
primary reason for this move was one of specializatiddolisic Websites would specialize in web
design and development while Holistic Software would focus on the development of major software

applications.

viii
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Holistic DotNetMushroom, Holistic IT Group started offering for the first time off the shelf DotNetNuke
skinsand modules for sale. Currently, these skins are being offered for sale on the largest DotNetNuke

Marketplace- Snowcovered.

The flexibility of the DotNetNuke framework which is backed by an ever growing online community and
our continued commitment in rearch and development has enabled us to develop a wide range of

websites and web applicationgrom catalogue websites to shopping gateways to intranet systems.

This expertise has also enabled us to offer custom DotNetlsllwes, various Modules and also our
flagship module DotNetMushroom Rapid Application Developer (RAD) as well as complete DotNetNuke
based websites. Furthermore, Holistic has been a Microsoft Certified Partner for a number of years

something which haalso enabled us to keep at the forefront of web technology.

About Holistic Technologies Limited

The Holistic IT Group had its humble beginnings as a partnership between two IT graduate friends in
1994. Operating under the name Holistic Technologies, thectibe of the partnership was to provide
integrated systems solutions to meet customer needs and the ever increasing demand of outsourcing.
The main focus was to contribute innovative approaches using technology, business process design and

people develoment.

Initially, Holistic also started providing IT related coursssmething which it still synonymous for in the
local market. As months passed by, more investment was put into the tuition of IT related subjects.
Eventually, with the engagement of sefire developers, a new division emergetliolistic Research
and Development Ltd a sub division of Holistic whose aim was the research and development of IT
custom solutions. As years passed on the courses division continued to bloom up to a pointtwhere i
became the market leader for the entire south of Malta. In the meantime, HRD (Holistic Research &

Development) continued to grow and also started providing web based solutions in 2003.

Today, Holistic is stronger than ever, employing more than twenty figople in its various sub
divisions. Due to specialization, in 2008, the need was felt to rebrand the various divisions of the group.

Due to the strength of the Holistic brand, the name Holistic was kept as it has now become synonymous
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both with qualitysoftware solutions among business clients and the provision of effective tuition among

the general public.
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Chapter 1. DotNetMushroom RAD - Portfolio Application

ApdNIi F2f A2 Aa | ¢SS0 LW AOIGAZ2Y 6KAOK RAAaLXle&a 2yS
aK2g0lasS 2ySQa 1y2¢ftSR3IAS:E alAftta FyR | Oadyydd A AKYS

portfolio consists oprojectimages and short té to describe the project

DotNetMushroom released this FRR&rtfolio application,this FREE portfolio application, the same
version packaged from the DotNetMushroom website but without daigebsite owners can easily
unpackage on their website, throudhotNetMushroom RADNo programming skills ameally required

from website owners. The only two things required are DotNetMushroom RAD installed on the website
to unpackage theortfolio application, and basic knowledge of HTML and CSS to skin the fasrdiagc

G2 GKS gSoariasSqQa O02t2dz2NBX FT2ydX SioOo

This application consists of two modules, being the Summary View and the Detail View. You can deploy

one or both applications in your website.

Summary View

-~ BUILT WITH
Qe : LATEST WEBSITE PROJECTS  [RoAS

UNIVERSAL MICRO SECURITY

Universal Micro Security specializes in the imporiation and

Installation of micro security equipment Esta d in Malta
in earty 2001, Universal Micro Security and has steadily
grown both in size as well as in the range of equipment and
services it provides

WEBSITES PORTFOLIO

The Summary View is the same Summary View you will dim the DotNetMushroom website It

displays your top 4 projects. You can choose which ones to display by ticking the "Project Is Featured"

checkbox from the Administration Panel.
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Detail View

UNIVERSAL MICRO

&/Um.y”‘d COCO [youpes SECURITY
wcap SCcymTy View Website

Kocom

Featured Rems ? 2
DotNeSbyshroom » lea
MMOgoe created in DI 3 Applic asor
A/GAON -
alegonies or Beands The calalogue conts
-8 - 3 3 S0Arch 10box devedspod als0 in DM RAL
wt » € o paret or n
PVRE b Abe SN a0 LD Gy & Nge - e ern by 1 ¢ otion snd st ode
o )

‘\ Ef\hg n n : |
“Rave, ) - U
Topas: B\- h

The Detail View is thsame Detail View you will find on tl2otNetMushroom websitelt displays

unlimited number of projects. You can order your projects according to your preference, by inserting an

order number in the Order Number text box from the Administration Panel.

This DotNetMushroom RAD application has passed our thorough testing procedure which includes

functional and visual cross browser compatibility.
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Functionality

(@) LaTesT weBSITE PROJECTS

R PELMO GROUP

E-'-:--- PEimo p motor, home, heaith, travel, marine
—ro— o = 5 and commercial insurance in Malta. DotNetMushroom was
v B required to create an Online Motor Insurance System, which
- = of a quot 19 tion and purchasing system,

and a renewal system.

e 3 WEBSITES PORTFOLIO

I »ELMO GROUP
r.- 6 View Website
El Elmo - TN, M ots T COWEACT | SATER S | ATHONTS |11 000 S WERSITE
st @ owormmsiias ) () seeenis seisas 5 (3) rwcanss coun

= L X TXTEXY 4

Custosam rursom sefaa s Aﬁ‘m% ” ( ‘%
] L % E, @ <,

o . x o %

e Y oguool booot oo A

© i

[prr— e

N P Eimo finsurance geomdes  motor, home,

Pt A e haalnl bavel, mases  and  commeecil

aurghee In Mata
ot Ivved Andove

DotN@MUShroom wis required 10 create wn
Onling Motor Indurdnce  System. whwth
& s Of 3 QUIRMIGH (énerabion aed
DUICNASing System, aed @ renewsl System
This System was boit by u3ing 3 Wik vaney
of technologies mchuding i, xel wed
senites and JaaSirgt, 3l Dohtly inegrated
" DONeIMusheoom  Rapid  Applitason
Oeveloper This  syitem a0 proOwes
rapoets directy on pet

Summary View

i isthe project's large image. It is changed when one of the thumbnaBsisclicked.
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B are the project thumbnails. Each thumbnail represents a project. When clicked, they cilange
H and @.

H s the project name. It is changed when one of the thumbnai# ia clicked.

O s the project short description. It is changed when one of the thumbnaBsigclicked.

H s the link that redirects you to the Detail View.

Detalil View

i s the project's large image. It is changed when one of the thumbnzBsisrclicked.

B is the thumbnails jQuery carousel. It can hold an unlimited number of thumbnails. Each
thumbnail represent a project. When clicked, they charile H, E, B and @. The jQuery
carousel wagmplementedfrom Sorgalla.com

H s the project name. It is changed when one of the thumbnaiH ia clicked.

8 s the link to the project website. It is changed when one of the thumbnaBsigiclicked.

H are 3 thumbnails of the project. When clicked, they change the large project imai#2 they
are changed wheil is clicked.

@ s the project's long description. It is changed wlBis clicked.
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Features

Unlimited Projects

There is no limit of how many projects you can upload in this DotNetMushroom RAD Portfolio

Application.

Administration Panel Included

You can add, edit and delete projects from the Administration Panel, which is also included with this

package.

Commented G5S
To assist you with customization of this application, we have commented the CSS file.

Simple to unpackage
DotNetMushroom RAD helps to make your life easier by giving you step by step instructions on how to

unpackage applications on your website.

Skinnable application
hyS R2SayQi KI @S 8knthisrtfdliio apghcRtisn\Gh Nisyh8rNukebsite. Basic HTML

and CSS skills are sufficient.

Quick loading

The portfolio application is built by using JavaScript with DotNetMushroom RKh the help of
JavaScript the page is not reloaded, only the project content reloaded. This helps the content to load
quicker than having each project with its own static page.

Fully Tested

DotNetMushroom originally launched this portfolio applicatioron the DotNetMukroom website
(http://www.dotnetmushroom.conj, to display the projects done by DotNetMushroom. This
demonstrates that this application was tested during implementation on the DotNetMushroom website.
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Chapter 2. Unpackaging the Portfolio Application

To unpackage thgortfolio application, make sure you have DotNetMushroom RAD installed on your

DotNetNuke portal! L} 2 | R Portblio@iph L¥ §(KNRdZAK 52GbSibdzy §$o

: Before unpackaging this application, make sure that you 2et®etMushroan RAD version
“ 1.10.140r above.

Mode: O view @ et O Design Show Control Panel? #
Page Functions " ® add New Module © sdd Existing Module Common Tasks
x bl i
Module: | <Select & Module> %] pane: |ContentPane | “y® w v
add Seftings Delete Title: | | Insert: | Bottom ¥| add Siie;  UsersiRoles

W = ¥ visibility: | Same &5 Page ~| align: [Left v 9 Q@
Copy Export Import Install Addtional Modules Fies J Help  Solutions

1. From theControl Panelvhich DotNetNuke places on the top of the pagkckFilesbutton.

= - - B

Folders: | Standard - File System v J‘ [ Lj Add Folder i Delete Folder @3 Synchronize Files Crecursive

Files: (2] Rrefresh ==Copy Files B3 move Files (@Uploaa Kpelete Files Q l ‘

= .

Vg File Name Date Size @

Folders aspdotnetstorefront, gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM a 417728 O

#/ZPortal Root Sl i 'r'é'b R LRLa U ‘—"J!
aspnet.gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A 2,965 & X D
cormnmunity_icon.gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A 1,666 2 ¥ [
community_title.qif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A 2,1903 X D
conferences_icon.gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A I,SIDQ x [
conferences_title.gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A 2,6305 X O
crystaltech.jpg 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM a 6,520;_1: x 0
datasprings.gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A sezzx [
dnn_large_banner.jpg 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A 66,6335 X O
easycgi.gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A see52 % [

Page 1 of 3 (<l <) 0 6
Portal Root', psed: 125.02KB of [unlimited] | Items Per Page: | 10 v l

2. It takes you to thd-ile Manager From theFile Manager click theUploadbutton.
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Portal Root:
‘ Browse.. @ Upload FB
 Portal Root v|

O Decompress ZIP Files?

® Return
3. Click theBrowsebutton from theUpload Fileandthe File Uploaddialog is displayed.
4, {StSO0G RANBOGZ2NER 6KSNB @&2dz Rottf@ié&| A LIBSR y RK
G 5 b Raptfoliod] A LX¥E FAL S
5. Click theOpenbutton.

Q Make sure that from the dropdown list you selébrtal Rootas the directory where you want
the zip file uploaded!

6. Click theUpload Filebutton from theUpload Filesection.

7. It takes you back to thEile Manageisection.
Folders: | Standard - File System v | I addroider 8 Dedete Folder ¥ syncheonize Fles [IRecursive
Files: 2] Refresh 434Copy Files £33 Move Fies &Upioad Koelate Files Q |
E, e File Nome Date Size &
® Oportal Rock %'»D'fc'-'he'\.'.!wrirom gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A si7gx O
aspnet.gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A 2%sgx O
community_icon.gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A 1eesgx [
community_title .gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A 2,[%4! D
conferences_icon.gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A 1,510 & ! O
conferences_title.gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A 2,61[4! 0O
crystaltech.jpg 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A essogx [
datasprings,gif 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A sesgx [
DNM_Portfolio.zip ) 11/11/2009 12:08:40 PM A sxvgxts [
dnn_large_banner.jpg 11/9/2009 12:57:17 PM A e56xgx [
Page 1 0f 3 oo
Portal Root\, Used: 133.12KB of [unlimited] | Items Per Page: 10 v

8. al 1S &adzNB (i Rdrfoliodil KASLIEG 5ToAafyS A & dzLJf 2 RSR®
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9.

10.

Go to the page where you have the DotNetMushroom RAD

module.

9

CNRY (GKS! LI AOFGA2yYy [Aad Of A0]

WL 2F R ! LILIE A OI
Hewr Application Upload

Application

@ If your DotNetMushroom RAD module is not displaying the Application List, just add a New

DotNetMushroom RAD module in the page.

ERAD

| ¥ DOTNETMUSHROOM

Havigation | Portfolio = Control Panel > Unpackaging =

11.

1. Select Files

2. Enter Application Name

3. Unpackage Application

4. Auto Create Tabs

5. Manually Creste Tabs

Select thea w2 2 (i ¢

Root ~is DNM_Portfolio zip

; | aspdotnetstorefront gif
__|Cache | aspnet gif

| Templates ,k community _icon.gif

‘ community_title oif
[ Tick to Create N conferences_icon gif
‘ conferences_title oif
| crystattech jog

| datasprings gif

Click Here When Rea DrM_ Portfolio.zip

Ldnn_large_banner jpg
| easycgi gif
t exacttarget gif

! tembin mif

v lgnore File Restriction

HEVS
A

¥ Save

RANBOG 2 NE PoridoKo® NE LIEG KBA TS5 b a &

45 b RapfoliodT ALXE FAES FNBY (GKS FTANEG NRgO

Make sure to tick the checkbox which s&ysore File Restriction

dzLJ 2 |

F















